Postmortem study of the spinal cord showing snake-eyes appearance due to damage by ossification of the posterior longitudinal ligament and kyphotic deformity.
CLINICAL DESIGN: A case report. To elucidate the clinical role of snake-eyes appearance in this case, correlation between radiological, clinical and postmortem study was performed. Aichi, Japan. A 73-year-old man developed weakness and pain in the upper limbs due to kyphotic deformity secondary to laminectomy for cervical ossification of the posterior longitudinal ligament. Axial magnetic resonance imaging revealed snake-eyes appearance from C4 to C6. He died of acute myocardial infarction 3 months after anterior decompressive surgery. A postmortem examination of the cervical spinal cord showed small cystic six necrotic areas at the junction of the central gray matter and the ventrolateral posterior column, one in the right and one in the left, in association with neuronal loss in the anterior horn. Bilateral small intramedullary high-signal areas known as 'snake-eyes appearance' located around the central gray matter and the ventrolateral posterior column, are associated with neuronal loss in the compressed anterior horn that played an important role in worsening weakness of the upper limbs.